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H88-0384.  Religion Department. 




 Hope College has instructed students in religion since its incorporation as a liberal arts 
institution in 1866.  Initially considered a theology department, its instructors worked closely 
with both Hope’s professors of philosophy and Western Theological Seminary’s professors of 
theology to teach classes.  Coursework included classical languages, church history, theology, 
and biblical studies.  In 1877, Hope suspended instruction in the department in order to focus 
funds towards other areas of the college.  Religion courses started again in 1884, but only one 
course was taught to each year of students.  Its instructors, called the Bible and Philosophy 
Department, did not have a central mission or structured catalog of courses within Hope until the 
late nineteenth century, in 1895.  The two disciplines finally split into two departments in 1922. 
Following the end of the World Wars, enrollment at Hope and in the Religion Department 
increased.  The department hired more full-time faculty to accommodate student interest. 
Although there was great demand for religion courses and they were required within general 
education guidelines, students could not major in religion until 1964.  Beginning in 1966, Hope 
began to hire professors specializing in a wider variety of subjects within the spectrum of 
religion: church history, theology, biblical literature, ethics, and more.  The department 
graduated several students each year, and invited several temporary professors, scholarship 
donors, and guest lecturers to Hope between the 1970s and the early 2000s.  It continues to 
instruct students on a diverse assortment of religious and ethical topics today.  The collection 
contains the minutes, meeting notes, correspondence and other records of the Hope College 
Religion Department.  It includes video and audio recordings of speeches from the Danforth 
Lecture Series, as well as informational materials on classes, enrollment, scholarship awards, 
papers, and departmental reviews.  
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 Hope College has instructed students in religion since its incorporation as a liberal arts 
institution in 1866.  Initially considered a theology department, its instructors worked closely 
with both Hope’s professors of philosophy and Western Theological Seminary’s professors of 
theology to teach classes.  Coursework included classical languages, church history, theology, 
and biblical studies.  In 1877, Hope suspended instruction in the department in order to focus 
funds towards other areas of the college.  Religion courses started again in 1884, but only one 
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Department increased.  The department hired more full-time faculty to accommodate student 
interest.  Although there was great demand for religion courses and they were required within 
general education guidelines, students could not major in religion until 1964.  Beginning in 1966, 
Hope began to hire professors specializing in a wider variety of subjects within the spectrum of 
religion: church history, theology, biblical literature, ethics, and more.  The department 
graduated several students each year, and invited several temporary professors, scholarship 
donors, and guest lecturers to Hope between the 1970s and the early 2000s.  It continues to 
instruct students on a diverse assortment of religious and ethical topics today.  
 
Scope and Content 
 
 This collection contains the minutes, meeting notes, correspondence and other records of 
the Hope College Religion Department.  It includes video and audio recordings of speeches from 
the Danforth Lecture Series, as well as informational materials on classes, enrollment, 






 Academic Affairs Board, Major Requirements, 1977-1979 
 Admissions, Department Letters, 1979-1985 
 Agendas of Religion Department Meetings, 1974-1995 
 Allen, Diogenes, Lecturer Visit, 1993 
 Annual Reports, 1968-2006 (3 folders) 
 Awards, Boesak, Allan, Honorary Degree, 1988 
 Booklists, 1976-1982 
 Brochures and Bulletins, 1976-1992 
 Budgets, 1977-2003 (3 folders)   
 Capital Requests, 1988-2003  
 Certificate of Ministry Program, 1995-1996 
 Class Schedules, 1976-1984 
 Committee on Purposes and Goals, 1953-1977 
 Correspondence, 1969-1996 




 Correspondence (cont.), 1969-1997 
  Bruins, Elton, 1969-1992 (3 folders) 
  General, 1977-1997 (12 folders) 
  Postcards from faculty, 1984-1993 









 Correspondence (cont.), 1969-1997 
  Voogd, Henry, 1969-1976  
  Voskuil, Dennis, 1976-1994 (8 folders) 
 Course Proposals, 1997-1998 
 Course Schedules, 1983-2001 
 Course Synopses, 1973-1980 
 Curriculum, 1974-1980  
 Curriculum Committee Minutes, 1970 
 Curriculum Revision, 1983-1984 
 Danforth Lecture 
  Danforth Lecture Materials, 1981-1998 
  Danforth Lecturers 
   Anderson, Bernhard W., 1978-1980 
   Bainton, Roland, 1981-1984 
   Boccaccini, Gabriele, 2002-2003 
   Cone, James, 1989-1990       
   Crossan, John, 2008 
   Doniger, Wendy, 2000 
   Eck, Diana L., 2003-2004 
   Esposito, John L., 2011 
   Farley, Margaret, 1990-1995 
   Forrell, George, 1983 
   Hageman, Howard, n.d. 
   Hartt, Julian, 1977-1978                                                                                                                                 
   Hauerwas, Stanley 2001-2002 
   Koyama, Kosuke, 1983-1985 
   Kugel, James, 1988-1989 
   Maguire, David, 2006 
   Marty, Martin, 1985-1988 
   Miguez-Bonino, José, 1996-1997 
   Meeks, Douglas, 1977 
   Meeks, Wayne, 1992-1994 




 Danforth Lecture (cont.) 
  Danforth Lecturers (cont.) 
   Niebuhr, Richard R., 1978-1979 
   Oberman, Heiko A., 1997-1998 
   Rasmussen, Larry L., 1980-1981 
   Rigdon, V. Bruce, 1975 
   Schüssler-Fiorenza, Elisabeth, 1990-1993 
   Segal, Alan, 1999 
   Segovia, Fernando F., 2000-2001 






   Smith, Wilfred C., 1991-1992 
   Steinmetz, David D., 1985-1986 
   Stendahl, Kristen, 1973 
   Stendahl, Kristen, 1981-1984 
   Trible, Phyllis, 1989-1991 
   Valkemas, Tannia L. “Ecuador, Networking Global Hunger,” ca. 2003  
   Verhey, Allen, 2009 
   Wolterstorff, Nicholas, 1995-1996 




 Departmental Review Curriculum Vitae, 1990 
 Departmental Review Papers, 1977-1990 
 Faculty 
  Everts, Janet M., 1986-1988 (1 image)  
  Japinga, Lynn, 1996 (2 folders)  
   Records, 1996 
   Japinga, Lynn. “Feminism and Christianity: An Essential Guide,” n.d.  
  Kruithof, Bastian, 1971 
  Lee, Sang, 1976-1989 (2 images) 
  Palma, Robert J., 1981-1992 (2 folders) 
   “Christianity and Contemporary Culture” Course Papers, 1992 
   Records, 1981-1982 
  Ponstein, Lambert, 1973-1976 
  Van Houten, Christina and Richard, 1983 
  Verhey, Allen D., 1992 
  Voskuil, Dennis, 1980-1990 (2 folders) 
   Records, 1985-1990 
   Voskuil, Dennis. “Robert Schuller and the Gospel of Success,” 1980-1981 
  Wilson, Boyd, 1987  
 Five Year Plan, 1980 
 Five Year Review, 1997 (4 folders)  
 History of Religion Department, 1988 
 Hope/Calvin Religion Departments Get-Togethers, 1977-1983 
 Instructors, 1983-2000 
 Meiji Gakuin University, 1994-1996 
 Mission Statements, 1992 
 Newspaper Clippings, 1981-1992 





  Casino Night, 1986 (1 image)  






  Elton Bruins Retirement Party, 1992 (30 images) 
  Faculty, 1983-1992 (25 images) 
  Fall Banquet at Queen’s Inn, 1982-1988 (33 images) 
  General, 1987-1997 (2 folders) (57 images) 
  Miscellaneous, 1992-1995 (37 images) 
  Religion Connections brochures, 2009 (39 images) (digital only) 
  Religion Faculty and Majors, 1983 (1 image)  
  Social Gathering at the Bruins’, 1988 (5 images) 
  Thanksgiving Banquet, 1982 (5 images) 
  The Wilsons at 88 West 20th Street, n.d. (1 image) 
  Voskuil Christmas Party, 1984 (8 images) 
  Voskuil Christmas Party, 1986 (9 images) 
 Pre-Seminary Preparation, 1972-1983 
 Recruitment of Faculty, 1970-1985 (3 folders) 
 Recruitment for Church History Position, 1976-1977 
 Religion Course Materials 
  Religion 41, Wisdom Literature of Israel, 1970 
  Religion 110, Literature of Judaism and Christianity, 1981 
  Religion 111, Introduction to Biblical Literature, 1988-1993 
  Religion 130, Introduction to World Religions, n.d.  
  Religion 131, Basic Christian Thought, 1990-1994 
  Religion 221, Rise of Christianity I, 1981-1994 
  Religion 222, Rise of Christianity II, 1981-1994  
  Religion 232, Conceptions of God, 1988 
  Religion 233, Perspectives on Christ, 1990-1994 
  Religion 234, Holy Spirit and Christian Spirituality, 1989-1994 
  Religion 295, Christ and Communism, 1985-1987 
  Religion 321, Religion in America, 1981-1994 
  Religion 332, Creation and New Creation, 1988-1993 
  Religion 493, Christianity and Contemporary American Religion, 1987 
  Religion 493, Theology in the Arts, 1989-1993 
  Religion (Course Level Unknown), n.d. (6 folders) 
   Gospel Literature  
   Man, Medicine, and Morals 
   New Testament Ethics 
   Pauline Literature 
   Studies in Resurrection 
   The Ethic of Jesus 
 Religion Department Seminar, Caring and Curing: The Humanities and Medicine, 1979 




 Religion Department Survey of Graduated Majors, n.d.  
 Religion in Public Schools, 1973-1976 






 Religion Major Program, 1969-1983  
 Religion Major Program for Church Workers, 1976-1977 
 Religion Minor for Education, 1970-1977 
 Religion Scholarship Awards 
  First Reformed Church of Zeeland, MI, 1972-1992 
  General Scholarship Awards, 1968-1999 (3 folders) 
  Van Ess Awards, 1975-1992 (2 folders)  
 Religion Scholarship Fund, 1972-1996 
 Social Occasions Music, n.d.  
 Student Committee, 1990-1992 
 Tidball, Derek J., n.d.  
 Van Eenenaam, Laurie, 1982 
 Van Ess, Clarence and Irene, Correspondence, 1974-1981 
 Western Theological Seminary, 1972-1982 
 Wilcock, Michael J., n.d.  
 Young Life Internships, 1984 
Audio CD, Valkemas, Tannia L., “Ecuador, Networking Global Hunger, and 
PowerPoints,” n.d. 
Audiotapes (cassettes) 
  Bainton, Roland. “Peace,” 1982  
  Bainton, Roland. “Luther & Erasmus, 1982 
  Cone, James H., 1990 
  Fong, Bobby, 1995 
Forell, George W. “Martin Luther and the Reformation as a University  
Movement,” 1983 
  Francis T. Dayanadan, 1990 
  Lash, Nicolas. Presidential Lecture, 1992 
  Mollenkott, Virginia. Danforth Lecture. “Feminine Images of God,” 1983 
  Mollenkott, Virginia. “The Biblical Theme of Male Female Equality,” 1983 
  Neusner, Rabbi Jacob, 1990 
  Cantwell-Smith, Wilfred, 1992 
  Rasmussen, Larry. “The God-Wrestle:  Energy, Economics and Ethics in the  
80s,” 1981 
  Stendahl, Kristen. “Conviction of Faith in a Pluralistic World,” 1984 
  Stendahl, Kristen. “The Future Role of Universities in the Education of Religious  
   Ministers,” 1973 
  Storff, Wolter. How Could God Speak?,” 1996 
  Trible, Phyllis, 1991 
  Ware, Bishop Kallisto. The Holy Trinity, n.d. 
 Audio Recordings 
  Bellah, Robert. “The New Religious Consciousness and the Secular University,  
n.d.  
Forell, George W. “Martin Luther and the Reformation as a University  
Movement,” 1983 







  Panel. Noel Freedman, Kristen Stendahl, Theodore Gill, Robert Bellah, 1973 
 Videos  
  Bainton, Roland. “Muntzer,” 1982 
  Bainton, Roland. “Dinner Lecture,” 1982 
  Cone, James H. “Danforth Lecture,” 1990 
  Crossan, John D. “God and Empire,” 2008 
  Eck, Diana. “Danforth Lecture,” 2004 
  Esposito, John L. “From Dictatorship to Democracy:  The Future of Islam and  
U.S.-Muslim World Relations,” 2011 
  Farley, Margaret. “Danforth Lecture,” 1995 
  Hauerwas, Stanley. “Danforth Lecture,” 2002 
  Maguire, David. “Danforth Lecture,” 2006 
  Meeks, Wayne. “Danforth Lecture,” 1994 
  Miquez Bonino, Jose. “Danforth Lecture,” 1997 
  Oberman, Heiko A. “The Quest for the Historical Calvin:  Redrawing the Map of  
Reformation Europe,” 1998 
  Segovia, Fernando. “Danforth Lecture,” 2001 
  Smith, Greg. “Searching the Sacred,” 2008 
  Verhey, Allen. “The Art of Dying,” 2009 
  Wolterstorff, Nicholas. “Danforth Lecture,” 1996 
   
   
  
  
   
